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MIN PR – 17 09 2024 

   
 Policy & Resources Committee  
   
 Tuesday 17 September 2024 at 3pm  
   
 Present: Councillors Armstrong, Curley, Law, McCabe, McCormick, McGuire, McVey, 

Nelson, Robertson and Wilson. 
 

   
 Chair: Councillor McCabe presided.  
   
 In attendance:   
    
 Louise Long Chief Executive  
 Alan Puckrin Chief Financial Officer  
 Stuart Jamieson Director Environment & Regeneration  
 Lynsey Brown Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer Services  
 Morna Rae Head of Organisational Development, Policy & Communications  
 Tony McEwan Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources  
 Craig Given Head of Finance, Planning & Resources (Inverclyde HSCP)  
 Matt Thomson Finance Manager (Environment & Technical)  
 Angela Edmiston Finance Manager (Corporate Services & Strategic Finance)  
 Tracy Bunton Revenues and Benefits Manager  
 Gerard Smith Capital Assets Principal Accountant  
 Carol  

Craig-McDonald 
Senior Information Governance & Complaints Officer  

 Colin MacDonald Senior Committee Officer  
 Lindsay Carrick Senior Committee Officer  
 Karen MacVey Members’ & Committee Services Team Leader  
 Rhoda Braddick Corporate Policy, Performance and Communications Manager  
   
 This meeting was held at the Municipal Buildings, Greenock with Councillors Law, 

McCormick, McGuire and Wilson attending remotely. 
 

   
 The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt 

with under the powers delegated to the Committee. 
 

   
410 Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 410 

   
 No apologies for absence were intimated.    
   
 No declarations of interest were intimated, but certain connections were intimated as 

follows: 
 

   
 Agenda Item 10 (Freedom of Information Annual Report 2023) – Councillor Curley  
   

411 2024/25 Policy & Resources Revenue Budget, 2023/24 Out-turn and General Fund 
Revenue Budget Update 

411 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Director Education, 

Communities & Organisational Development and Chief Executive advising the Committee 
of (1) the Policy & Resources Revenue Budget outturn for 2023/24 (2) the 2024/25 
projected position, and (3) a projected overspend in the overall General Fund Revenue 
Budget and the impact this will have on the General Fund Reserve. 
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 Decided:  
 (1) that the final outturn for the 2023/24 Policy & Resources Budget and current 

projected overspend for 2024/25 of £400,000 be noted; 
 

 (2) that the projected overspend of £1.192 million for the General Fund and the 
projected reserve balance of £3.222 million be noted; 

 

 (3) that it be noted that there is an update later in the agenda on progress in addressing 
the emerging budget pressures; 

 

 (4) that (a) the virement outlined in Section 3.10 and appendix 5 to the report be 
approved, and (b) the use of the Capacity earmarked reserve, to fund external assistance 
with the appointment of a new Chief Financial Officer, be approved; 

 

 (5) that the projected 2024/25 surplus of £4,300 for the Common Good Budget, as set 
out in appendix 6 to the report, be noted; and 

 

 (6) that the 2024/25 Workstream Savings achieved to date and updates from lead 
officers be noted. 

 

   
412 Policy & Resources Capital Budget and Council 2024/28 Capital Programme 412 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing the latest position 

of the Policy & Resources Capital Programme and the 2024/28 Capital Programme as 
well as reflecting the impact of the 2024/25 Capital Grant settlement confirmed by the 
Scottish Government on 29 February 2024. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the current position of the 2024/28 Policy & Resources Capital Budget and the 

current position of the 2024/28 Capital Programme be noted; and 
 

 (2) that the remit from the Education & Communities Committee regarding a further 
allocation of £0.022m to the Parklea Branching Out project be approved. 

 

   
413 Finance Services Update 413 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing the annual debt 

recovery performance update and updates on the following matters being progressed by 
the Revenues & Benefits Service (1) Debt Recovery Performance Report 2023/24, (2) 
Non-Domestic Rates – Empty Property Relief, (3) Transitions to Universal Credit, (4) 
Scottish Welfare Fund, (5) Discretionary Housing Payments & Policy, and (6) Social 
Security Scotland. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the annual debt recover report, the current position of the Non-Domestic Rates 

Empty Property Relief Budget, the feedback from service users and providers regarding 
the transition to Universal Credit, the next planned Universal Credit migration and the 
Social Security Scotland update be noted; and 

 

 (2) that the updated Discretionary Housing Payments Policy changes, as set out in 
appendix 3 to the report, be approved. 

 

   
414 Corporate Policy & Performance Update: July-September 2024 414 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development providing an update on Corporate Policy and Performance 
matters relating to (1) Programme for Government/Verity House Agreement, (2) 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) Excellence Awards 2024, (3) 
Equalities, and (4) Co-operative Councils’ Innovation Network. 
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 Decided:  that (a) the latest update in relation to Corporate Policy and Performance be 

noted, and (b) it be agreed to receive a further annual report on the Co-operative Councils’ 
Innovation Network in 2025. 

 

   
415 2025/26 Budget Update 415 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing an update on the 

action being progressed by the CMT in relation to addressing the emerging financial 
pressures reported to the August meeting and to seek decisions in order that matters can 
be progressed further.    

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that it be noted that officers are finalising savings proposals to be thereafter 

considered by elected members in order to address the new pressures on the 2025/26 
Budget; 

 

 (2) that the need to review reserves as part of the preparation of the December 
Financial Strategy to address the projected shortfall in the minimum balance in the 
unallocated reserve and improve the medium-term sustainability of several funding 
models be confirmed; 

 

 (3) that it be agreed to support the proposal that, in order to maximise the impact in 
2025/26 the Council considers the savings proposals during December; and  

 (4) that the planned consultation approach, as set out in section 6 of the report, be 
noted.  

   
416 Update on Inverclyde Anti-Poverty Initiatives September 2024 416 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development outlining proposals for the Anti-Poverty Initiatives funded by 
the Inverclyde Council Anti-Poverty recurring budget for the period to March 2027. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the content of the report be noted;   
 (2) that the proposals for both the Warm Hand of Friendship and Duke of Edinburgh 

until March 2027 be approved; 
 

 (3) that the early termination of the IRISE project with remaining Council funding being 
returned to the Anti-Poverty ear-marked reserve be agreed; and 

 

 (4) that the update on projects funded by Scottish Government grants be noted.  
   

417 Repopulation 417 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration providing an 

update in respect of the population size, initiatives and further proposals in respect of 
Repopulation. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the statistics highlighted in the area of population be noted;  
 (2) that the activity of the Health and Social Care Partnership’s New Scots Team in 

respect of their clients be noted; 
 

 (3) that the creation of a community settlement officer post, in part funded by the 
Scottish Government, be agreed; and 

 

 (4) that it be agreed that the remaining £21,000 from the ear marked reserve will be 
used for initiatives including place marketing, housing market growth, jobs and enabling 
infrastructure growth and skills are undertaken with appropriate Inverclyde Alliance 
workstreams including the development of an economic growth plan. 
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418 Complaint Handling Annual Report 1 April 2023 – 31 March 2024 418 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer 

Services providing details of the annual performance of all complaints received and 
handled by Inverclyde Council, Health and Social Care Partnership, and both Arms-
Length Organisations, Inverclyde Leisure and Riverside Inverclyde, for the period 1 April 
2023 to 31 March 2024. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the annual performance of Inverclyde Council’s complaint handling procedure 

be noted; and 
 

 (2) that the publication of the Annual Complaint Handling Report on the Council’s 
website be approved. 

 

   
419 Freedom of Information Annual Report 2023 419 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer 

Services providing details of Freedom of Information (FOI) requests received by the 
Council during the period 1 January – 31 December 2023.  

 

 Councillor Curley declared a connection due to submitting a Freedom of Information 
request during the period covered by the report. He also formed the view that the nature 
of his connection and of the item of business did not preclude his continued presence in 
the meeting or his participation in the decision making process and he was declaring for 
transparency. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the information provided in relation to FOI requests received by the Council 

during 2023 be noted; and 
 

 (2) that the publication of the annual performance report on the Council’s website be 
approved. 

 

   
420 OD, Policy and Communications Policy Updates 420 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Organisational Development, Policy & 

Communications seeking approval for the following updated policies (1) Overpayment of 
Wages and Deductions from Salaries, (2) Recruitment, Selection, Redeployment and 
Relocation, and (3) Supporting Employee Attendance. 

 

 Decided:  that the updated policies on (a) Overpayment of Wages and Deductions from 
Salaries, (b) Recruitment, Selection, Redeployment and Relocation, and (c) Supporting 
Employee Attendance, be approved.  
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 Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Panel  
   
 Thursday 19 September 2024 at 3pm  
   
 Present: Provost McKenzie, Councillors Brennan, Cassidy (for McGuire), Clocherty, 

Crowther, Daisley, Law, Moran, Quinn, Reynolds and Wilson.  
 

   
 Chair: Councillor Wilson presided.  
   
 In attendance:   
    
 Ruth Binks Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational 

Development 
 

 Tony McEwan Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources   
 Hugh Scott Service Manager Community Learning & Development, 

Community Safety & Resilience and Sport 
 

 Roisin Dillon  Trading Standards and Enforcement Team Leader  
 Anne Sinclair Legal Services Manager (for Head of Legal, Democratic, 

Digital & Customer Services)  
 

 Emma Peacock Solicitor  
 Lindsay Carrick Senior Committee Officer  
 Colin MacDonald Senior Committee Officer  
    
 In attendance also:  
   
 David Doherty Chief Inspector, Area Commander, Inverclyde Division, Police 

Scotland 
 

 Kevin Murphy Area Commander, Service Delivery, Scottish Fire & Rescue 
Service, East Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire and Inverclyde 

 

 Ian Sim Station Commander, Prevention & Protection, Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service, East Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire and 
Inverclyde. 

 

    
 The meeting was held at the Municipal Buildings, Greenock with Councillors Brennan, 

Cassidy, Crowther, Daisley, Law, Reynolds and Quinn attending remotely. 
 

   
 Prior to the commencement of business, the Convener welcomed the representatives from 

Police Scotland and Scottish Fire & Rescue Service to the meeting.  
 

   
 The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with 

under the powers delegated to the Panel. 
 

   
421 Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 421 

   
 Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillor McGuire with Councillor 

Cassidy substituting. 
 

   
 No declarations of interest were intimated.  
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422 Police Scotland Performance Report 422 
   
 Prior to discussion of this item Chief Inspector Doherty acknowledged the collaborative 

planning and partnership work undertaken in relation to the recent peaceful protests in 
Inverclyde and gave his assurance to the Community that there are proportionate policing 
plans in place for future protests.  Chief Inspector Doherty conveyed his thanks to officers, 
staff and partners involved. 
There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Police Scotland during 
the reporting period 1 April 2024 to 30 June 2024.  Chief Inspector Doherty referred to the 
recent Police Scotland recruitment campaign which commenced at the start of the financial 
year. It was reported that eight probation officers have been appointed to Inverclyde with 
a further twenty-one officers joining K division by the end of the financial year.  
During the course of discussion of this item Chief Inspector Doherty answered a number 
of questions from Members in relation to Domestic Abuse.  It was noted that multi-agency 
processes continue to play pivotal roles in safeguarding victims of domestic abuse, 
ensuring the provision of tailored support, a cohesive partnership response and 
comprehensive evaluation of risks faced by domestic abuse victims.  Chief Inspector 
Doherty undertook to arrange for clarification to be provided to Members on the differences 
in relation to the recording standards of Domestic Abuse incidents. 

 

 Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted  
   

423 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service Performance Report 423 
   
 Prior to discussion of this item, the Convener conveyed his thanks and appreciation to 

Area Commander Kevin Murphy, Station Commander Scott Macmillan and Station 
Commander Clair Standring for the recent visit to the control centre which he and a number 
of Members had attended and which had been extremely informative. 

 

 There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of the Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service during the reporting period 1 April 2024 to 30 June 2024. During 
discussion of this item Area Commander Murphy gave assurances that there are suitable 
levels of staffing, equipment and appliances in Inverclyde.  Area Commander Murphy 
provided an update on the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service Strategic Review.  He informed 
Members that the pre consultation stage is now complete and responses will be reviewed 
as part of the next stage which will assist in determining options for change before the full 
consultation exercise commences later in the year. He confirmed that updates would be 
provided to Members on progress and updates in relation to the opportunities to participate 
in the engagement events that will be held. 

 

 Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.  
   

424 Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Panel Update Report 424 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development providing an update on current and emerging issues relating 
to Police Scotland and Scottish Fire & Rescue Services. 

 

 Decided:  
(1) that the updates on the following matters be noted (a) The Scottish Police Authority 
Board, (b) COSLA Leaders Forum, (c) Local Authority Scrutiny, (d) Community Confidence 
Action Research, (e) Long-term vision for policing, (f) Policing in a Digital World – Digital 
Evidence Detection Dogs (g) Police Scotland Online Child Sexual Abuse Campaign, (h) 
HMICS Frontline Focus – Wellbeing, (i) Police Scotland campaign launched to tackle 
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alcohol proxy purchases, (j) SFRS Appointments and (k) Partnership Water Safety event 
at Gourock. 
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